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Contact Information 
 

MAIN OFFICE 

410-929-4116 

office@thenewcenturyschool.com 

www.thenewcenturyschool.com 

 
Inclement Weather Hotline 

410.205.5ICE/410.205.5423 
updated by 6:30 a.m. on days of inclement weather 

 

To report a student absence: 

www.thenewcenturyschool.com/student_absence.html 
Please use this link to report an absence, planned late arrivals, or planned early departures. 

For very last-minute changes, please call or send an email to the main office. 
Please do not email only your child’s teacher or one administrator. 

The link above ensures that everyone is notified of the absence. 
The link is also available on the school webpage. 

 
Alicia Danyali, Head of School 

danyali@thenewcenturyschool.com 
 

Lindsay Duprey, Administrative Services Manager 
office@thenewcenturyschool.com 

 
Robin Munro, Admissions Director 

admissions@thenewcenturyschool.com 
410-929-4113 

 
Sharon DaCosta, Aftercare Director 

aftercare@thenewcenturyschool.com 
 

Kitchen Garden Program 
Chef Emma Novashinski 

novashinski@thenewcenturyschool.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.thenewcenturyschool.com/
http://www.thenewcenturyschool.com/student_absence.html


PHILOSOPHY 
 

The New Century School is dedicated to nurturing the natural love of learning that exists in all children, 

by providing the optimal educational environment in which to enable each child to realize his or her 

richest potential and to become an independent, self-motivated, and conscientious world citizen. Our 

holistic approach combines the cultivation of academic, problem-solving, and practical-life skills with 

foreign language immersion as well as thorough enquiry of the classroom and the community beyond it 

to foster a lifelong love of learning and equip and inspire students to surmount future challenges. 

 

We recognize and celebrate the individual nature of each child as well as each stage of the child’s 

development from preschool through elementary. Our mission, in short, is to optimize your child’s 

development. 

 

Montessori Education 

 

We cannot know the consequences of suppressing a child's spontaneity when he is just beginning to be 

active. We may even suffocate life itself. That humanity which is revealed in all its intellectual splendor 

during the sweet and tender age of childhood should be respected with a kind of religious veneration. It 

is like the sun which appears at dawn or a flower just beginning to bloom. Education cannot be effective 

unless it helps a child to open up himself to life. 

                                                                     --Dr. Maria Montessori 
 

 

Dr. Maria Montessori and the Montessori Philosophy 
Dr. Maria Montessori, born in Italy in 1870, was a physician and educator who devoted her life to 

children’s education. Dr. Montessori was honored and respected throughout the world at the time of her 

death in 1952. In her own words, “ It is not true that I ‘invented’ what is called the Montessori method. I 

have studied the child; I have taken what the child has given me and expressed it, and that is what is 

called the Montessori method.” 

 

She believed that no human being is educated by another; one must do it herself or it will never be done. 

Educated individuals continue learning long after they leave the classroom because they are internally 

motivated by curiosity and a love for knowledge. 

 

The first six years of life, during which unconscious learning is gradually being brought to the conscious 

level, are crucial in human development. Before age 6, the child possesses unusual sensitivity and 

mental capacity for absorbing and learning from the environment. At this level, there is a great need for 

disciplined work and a natural desire to learn. To aid the child in his or her period of heightened 

receptivity, the Montessori classroom provides a unique range of materials. The self-corrective materials 

allow the child to explore, develop his or her senses, and learn for him or herself under the guidance of 

teachers trained to work with each child at his or her level of development. In the orderly atmosphere of 

the Montessori classroom, the creative energy of the child is freed, and he or she develops responsibility, 

independence, self-discipline, logical thought, and the “habit of work” as he or she moves with 

confidence toward a mastery of skills and ideas. In such an environment, education occurs 

spontaneously through the exercise of the child’s own faculties. The result is that each child assimilates 

knowledge totally; it becomes an integrated part of the child.  



RESPONSIVE CLASSROOM WITHIN THE MONTESSORI 
EXPERIENCE: CREATING SAFE, CHALLENGING, AND JOYFUL 

CLASSROOMS AND SCHOOLS 
 

 

A primary goal of the Montessori experience is to encourage self-discipline, or self-regulation. In 

cooperation with the responsive classroom philosophy, children are encouraged to make choices based 

upon their interests and their knowledge. The teacher/s will introduce clear guidelines for acceptable 

behavior that are positively and consistently reinforced. When guidelines are consistently and firmly 

applied, the child becomes secure, gaining the freedom to predict and control the results of his or her 

actions. The adult must carefully observe in order to determine the impetus or motivation for a behavior. 

Only then can the teacher/aide intervene effectively. 

 

To internalize control, a child must experience the natural or logical consequences of his or her behavior 

within the practical limitations of a given situation. The teacher will frequently apply a logical 

consequence. It should follow the behavior as immediately as possible and should be an expected result 

of the child’s action. When children are allowed to directly experience the consequences of their choices 

and also encouraged to continue to choose, they develop willingness to be responsible and demonstrate a 

growing self-discipline. 

 

 

Children need a set of social skills in order to be successful academically and socially. 

 

C—Cooperation:  Children should have the opportunity to work together in varied ways   

                            all through the day. We can better accept differences when we work  

                           together and feel a sense of community and belonging together. 

 

A—Assertion:  This is the ability tostand up for one’s own ideas without hurting others and  

                         without negating or invalidating others. Children must be coached and taught to 

do this. They must be given the chance to practice in a safe environment where  

                         dialogue about their ideas and feelings is encouraged. Without many  

                         opportunities to practice, students will have difficulty thinking for  

                         themselves in the face of peer pressure.  

 

R—Responsibility:  The only way to learn to be responsible is to have many opportunities to  

                                practice being responsible. Children need to begin with small amounts  

                                of responsibility and then gradually be given more as they meet with  

                                success. As adults, our most powerful teaching tool is trust and belief  

                                in childrens’ ability to come through in responsible ways. This we show  

                                in our words and in our actions.   

 

E—Empathy:  Our world is growing more diverse and complex. The best response is to  

                        learn how to accept and respect differences. Parents and educators want  

                        children to be capable of constructively resolving conflict. Children must  

                        have empathy in order to do conflict resolution. Adults must have empathy  

                        in order to teach children and their parents. Empathy gives us the capacity  

                        to care. Empathy comes from knowing others. Empathy grows from the  

                        practice of building relationships. 



 

S—Self-control:  The ultimate goal of discipline is that children will be in control of their  

                              own behavior and behave in an ethical manner. In order to be in control  

                              of themselves, they must have many opportunities to practice the skills  

                              that are involved. These opportunities need to come in small increments  

                              that are manageable and will lead to success. In being proactive,  

                             teachers make sure children understand what is expected and give many  

                              opportunities to practice before they are expected to do so on their  

                              own. The reward for ethical behavior is intrinsic—the good, proud,  

                              feeling inside that comes from having done the right thing. Like  

                              responsibility, self-control comes when adults trust and believe in the  

                              children they work with.  

 

 

Discipline Policy - Pre-Primary and Primary 

 

The Montessori program nurtures self-discipline, which develops over a period of many years. The basis 

of discipline is respect: respect of oneself, for others, and for the environment. The adults and the 

children in the prepared environment set limits for behavior based on the group’s needs for a safe and 

mutually respectful community. 

 

Logical Consequences 
The use of logical consequences is a discipline technique used in many classrooms. It is a way of 

responding to misbehavior that is respectful of children and helps them take responsibility for their 

actions.  Unlike punishment, which relies on the use of external control, the primary goal of logical 

consequences is to help children develop inner control by looking at their own behavior and learning 

from their mistakes.  The consequences of a child’s misbehavior flow logically from what the child did. 

For example, having a child help rebuild a classmate’s tower of blocks he or she knocked over is a 

“logical consequence,” whereas receiving a “time out” is not. 

 

Three criteria are used to ensure that a response is truly a logical consequence rather than a punishment.  

Logical consequences are related, respectful, and reasonable. 

 

Related 
The consequence is directly related to the child’s behavior. Leaving the group is directly related to being 

disruptive to the group; missing recess is not. 

 

Respectful 
Logical consequences are respectful of the student and the classroom. Being respectful entails giving 

students input into possible consequences and including some choices about the specifics of the 

consequences. Logical consequences are not intended to humiliate or hurt. The same consequence could 

be respectful in one situation and demeaning in another.   

 

Reasonable 
Logical consequences should help children fix their mistakes and know what to do next time, not make 

them feel bad. 

 

 



 

 

Three Categories 
Most logical consequences fall into one of three categories: making reparations, having more limits set, 

and taking a break.  

 

Making reparations: “You break it—you fix it.” 
Reparations give children the opportunity to face and fix their mistakes. If a child spills a drink, the child 

cleans up the mess. The child who accidentally tears another child’s drawing helps that child to tape it 

back together. 

 

More limits set: “You seem to need a little extra help today.” 
When students show that they are not ready to handle the level of responsibility a situation demands, it 

is a logical consequence that we restructure the situation at least temporarily, taking back more control, 

until it is time for the children to try again. For example, the child who leaves the Listening Center tapes 

scattered around the floor is temporarily allowed to use the center only with supervision. 

 

Take a break: “You seem to need a moment to yourself.” 
Time away from the group is used when a child is not able to cooperate and is being disruptive to the 

group. The teacher separates the child from the activity temporarily until the child is ready to participate 

in a positive way. With younger children, there is often an area in the classroom where children go for a 

brief time to regain their control. To be a logical consequence and not a punishment, taking a break must 

be used in a matter-of-fact and respectful manner. The teacher’s tone and intent is a critical factor in this 

distinction. 

 

Biting Policy 

The New Century School does not tolerate biting.  At the same time, this type of behavior is not 

uncommon for children unable who are first learning to communicate their needs.  For the safety of all 

children, the school’s policy on biting is the following; 
After the first biting incident, the family is notified and issued an incident report.  The report is followed 

up with communication from the child’s teacher and/or administration to discuss strategies to ensure the 

behavior will cease.  If there is a second incident, the family will be issued a written warning.  Further 

incidents will lead to dismissal from our program.  

  



Elementary Discipline Policy 
TNCS Elementary Discipline Policy 

 

The faculty and staff of our school believe that teachers and parents should work together to provide children a 

safe and orderly environment in which to learn and grow. Students have the right to learn and teachers have the 

right to teach without disruption. Our ultimate goal is to provide every child with a rich academic program that 

nurtures and promotes overall independent, capable, and responsible learners. Teachers approach classroom 

management with the belief that positive reinforcement for good behavior works best to maintain an orderly 

learning environment. Situations may arise when consequences will be needed to modify student behavior that is 

disruptive, disrespectful, or harmful to the student or other students. Each teacher will use his or her own 

professional expertise to determine which consequence is most appropriate for the situation. Classroom rules and 

procedures will be posted in all classrooms, and discussed, modeled, and practiced with students. Parents will 

receive copies of these rules and procedures for the school and individual classrooms at the start of the school 

year and any time they are amended. Consequences are also discussed and reviewed with students by the teacher.  

 

We believe discipline is not punishment.  We expect TNCS students to: 

● Be Safe 

● Be Responsible 

● Be Respectful 

 

Behaviors not tolerated at TNCS: 

● Caused, attempted to cause, or threatened to cause physical injury to another person. 

● Disrupted school activities or otherwise willfully defied the valid authority of supervisors, teachers, 

administrators, or staff employed by TNCS engaged in the performance of their duties. 

● Blatant disrespect for adults 

 

Consequences could include: 

● Redirection  

● Removed from the group temporarily 

● Meet with Head of School 

● Conference with parents and teacher/s 

● Referral for counseling 

● Out of school suspension 

● Expulsion 

 

 

Verbal abuse, although less frightening than physical violence, also impacts on the safety of others.  Continued 

name calling, taunting, or teasing cannot be tolerated within our community.  A child will be removed from the 

group and then the school if this behavior persists.   

 

If an incident at TNCS occurs, parents will be contacted by teacher in the form of an incident report or by email, 

or both.  In the case of repetitive inappropriate behaviors, the Head of School 

reserves the right to move the student to other courses of action including removal from trips or school activities, 

referrals for outside counseling, out-of -school suspension, expulsion.   

 



 

 

PARENT PARTICIPATION 
 

 

Each family enrolled in The New Century School is a partner in the school’s success. As such, we ask 

all families to volunteer throughout the year in a manner conducive to their talents and the school’s 

needs. 

 

Volunteering 

 

Families are required to volunteer eight hours per academic year, regardless of the number of children 

enrolled.  Parents, grandparents, or other approved adults may complete volunteer hours.  Opportunities 

to volunteer will be posted on a regular basis.  Complete disregard for volunteer hours could  lead to loss 

of priority enrollment and/or a penalty fee of  $25 per unfulfilled hour. 

 

 

ADMINISTRATION  
 

 

  
Classroom Placement of Students 

 

Student placement in a classroom is at the discretion of The New Century School and is based on 

teacher recommendation, administrative review, and space availability.    The school administration 

works with teachers and parents to provide a safe and nurturing environment for all students.   

 

Pre-Primary: Students are placed in the Pre-Primary class with the understanding that a student will 

remain in this class for the entire school year.  In very rare exceptions, a child may move mid-year to a 

Primary classroom.   

 

Kindergarten:  Students must apply for and be admitted to the Kindergarten program.   

 

Admissions Policy 

 

The New Century School admits students without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, sex, or 

sexual orientation.  Please refer to the current admissions policy available on the school website: 

www.thenewcenturyschool.com 

 

 

 

 



 Forms 

 

All required enrollment forms for new students will be provided by the Director of Admissions. Forms 

must be completed and received by the school prior to your child’s first day of attendance. 

 

Health Forms 
If there is any change in your child’s health, such as a new found allergy or medical condition, parents 

must submit new Health Inventory forms, signed by the doctor. All medications to be administered at 

school require the Medical Authorization form signed by your child’s pediatrician.   

 

Emergency Contact Forms 
The Emergency Contact form must be updated annually. Please confirm that your information is correct 

prior to the first day of school. Should any information need to be changed, please visit the main office 

and ask to see your child’s emergency form. 

 

Payments 

 

Families are required to pay tuition and all school incidentals through FACTS, an online invoicing 

system. After the initial sign-up, parents can access their accounts at https://online.factsmgt.com. 

 

Please email TNCS billing office, with any questions or concerns regarding billing or FACTS at   

billing@thenewcenturyschool.com 

  

https://online.factsmgt.com/
mailto:enrollment.newcentury@gmail.com
mailto:enrollment.newcentury@gmail.com


 

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL 
 

 

***Students MUST always be signed in and out.*** 

 

 

Only people listed on the child’s Emergency Form will be permitted to leave the school with the 

child. A phone call or an email from the parent is not sufficient notification of a change. Please plan 

accordingly and list several people you would be comfortable with taking your child home in an 

emergency situation. 

 

Drop-Off Times and Procedures 

 

7:30–8:15 a.m.: Back Gate 
Before 8:00 a.m., you may park in the school lot and walk your child to the back gate. Between 8:00 

a.m.–8:15 a.m., you must find parking elsewhere (there is a drop-off zone in front of the school). Please 

walk your child to the back gate. 

  

8:15–8:40 a.m.: Side Doors 
We have a car line: Arriving students will enter through the side door (under the awning) or directly into 

Building North. There will be a staff person there to check the students in. During this time, staff is 

available to unload students. Cars should stop side by side, one pair of vehicles in front of the cross 

walk, one pair of vehicles behind the crosswalk. If you are not in one of these four spots, please do not 

unload your child. 

  

Late Arrivals—after 8:40 a.m.: Front Door 
Elementary class begins promptly at 8:30 a.m.; primary class begins at 8:45 a.m. 

Should your child arrive after 8:40 a.m. or need to be picked up early throughout the school day, please 

use the front door of Building South. 

 

 

Pick-Up Times and Procedures 

 

Half-Day Students: Back Gate 
12:30 p.m.—Pick up at the back gate. 

 

All Full-Day Students: Side Doors 
Please enter into the school lot. Two vehicles should stop side by side in front of the cross walk; two 

vehicles will stop behind the crosswalk. 

  

Pre-primary students  will be ready for pick-up at 3:20 p.m.  

 

Primary/Elementary students will be ready at 3:30 p.m. 



If your child is not ready for some reason, you may be asked to pull around and re-enter the pick up line.  

Parents should stay in their car; staff will bring students to the cars and buckle them in. Parents are asked 

to pull forward to make any additional adjustments. It would be very helpful if parents could move car 

seats to the passenger side or center so all cars can be loaded from the driver side. 

 

Aftercare 
Between the hours of 3:30 p.m.–6:00 p.m., all students will be dismissed via the carpool line at the side 

door. 

 

 

Late Pick-Up 

 

The school officially closes at 6:00 p.m. daily. All children are expected to be picked up by this time.  

Parents who work out of town must make contingency plans for emergency situations. These plans 

should be in place at the time of enrollment. Please be considerate of the personnel who must remain at 

the school until the last child has been picked up. The policy for late pick-up for half-day students 

(12:30 p.m.) is a fee of  $12.00 per hour, charged in 30-minute increments. Students in aftercare who are 

picked-up past 6:00 p.m. will be charged a $25.00 every half hour. Please notify the school of a late 

pick-up at 410-929-4116. 

 

 

Absences 

 

If your child will not be attending school, or if your child will arrive late, please fill out this online form:  

 

www.thenewcenturyschool.com/student_absence.html 
 

Once the online form is submitted, your child’s teacher and the office will automatically receive an 

immediate email with the details; no further communication is necessary. If you have a question or 

concern about whether your child should attend school on a given day, please call the school office at 

410-929-4116.  

 

 

 
  

http://www.thenewcenturyschool.com/student_absence.html


SCHOOL CLOSURES 
 

 

Parents are advised to have a plan for child care coverage when school is closed for inclement weather 

or emergency situations. Please also have a plan in place to pick up child(ren) within a half hour of 

being notified of early closure. 

 

 

Snow and Inclement Weather Policy 

 

When faced with inclement weather, The New Century School will close for the day, or close early, if 

the administration feels that the safety of the school’s students and employees is at risk. Factors that will 

go into making this decision include closures of other area schools and reports of road conditions in 

Baltimore and surrounding counties where employees travel from. Another factor may be the ability to 

clear snow and ice from our sidewalk and parking lot. 

 

 

 

Please call our weather HOTLINE and check e-mails for updates throughout the day: 

 

         

***CALL THE HOTLINE*** 
 

Updated by 6:00 a.m. on days of inclement weather 

 

410-2055-ICE/410.205.5423 

 

 

 
  



 

MEALTIMES 
 

Lunch 

 

The New Century School offers a hot in-school lunch program. To access information, see current 

menus, and reserve lunch by the month online, please visit:  

 

http://www.thenewcenturyschool.com/lunch_info.html 
 

Please feel free to contact the Kitchen Garden creator and chef: 

 

Emma Novashinski 

novashinski@thenewcenturyschool.com 
 

Students who bring their own lunch should include a beverage and utensils in the lunch-box with an ice 

pack, if required. Please provide two cloth napkins labeled with your child’s name, one to serve as a 

placemat and one as a napkin. Select foods that do not require refrigeration or microwaving because the 

school is unable to provide these services. We encourage that all children eat their lunch entrée and fruit 

before any dessert. We encourage a healthy and nutritious food environment and prefer that sweets and 

candy are not included in the lunchtime routine. Lunch is supervised by classroom assistants. We 

reserve the right to restrict the inclusion of nuts should students have severe allergic reactions to nuts. 

 

Snacks 

 

Once or twice a month, your child will be asked to provide a fresh and healthy snack to share with his or 

her class for the morning and afternoon snack. This is an opportunity for you and your child to prepare 

something together and for your child to have pride in serving the class that day.   

 

Because we have some students with nut allergies, all snacks served (whether provided by the school or 

by parents) must be free of nuts and prepared in a nut-free environment. Please read the packaging for 

products made in a factory that works with nuts. Students with restricted diets and severe food allergies 

are advised to bring their own snacks.  

 

Kindly observe the following guidelines for snacks:   

1. On your assigned week, please provide food for your child’s entire classroom, for both a 

morning and an afternoon snack. You may bring the snack to school the day before or the 

morning of the day that it is to be served. 

2. Please provide a snack that is nutritious and low in fat, salt, and sugar. The morning snack is 

generally fruit; the afternoon snack is generally a starch. 

• Morning snack suggestions: watermelon, strawberries, grapes, apples, bananas or  

   blueberries. Please have the fruit cleaned and cut into edible pieces.  

• Afternoon snack suggestions: crackers and cheese, bagel and cream cheese, pretzels,  

   goldfish, or non-sugared cereals.  

3. Please leave commercially prepared food in its packaging. 

http://www.thenewcenturyschool.com/lunch_info.html
mailto:novashinski.newcentury@gmail.com
mailto:novashinski.newcentury@gmail.com
mailto:novashinski.newcentury@gmail.com


4. We would appreciate that homemade foods be prepared no more than 48 hours before being 

served. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

Illness 

 

Please keep sick children at home. If your child is sick during the night or in the morning before school, 

please do not send him or her to school. It is unfair to the students and the staff to be exposed to children 

who are not well. Children should be symptom free for 24 hours before returning to school. We thank 

you for your cooperation. 

 

Contact the school immediately if your child contracts a highly communicable disease. Children who are 

ill should not be sent to school under any circumstances. Please do not send your child to school on days 

when any of the following symptoms are present: fever, rash, cough, discharge of discolored or profuse 

nasal mucus, diarrhea, vomiting, or a sore throat. If your child has hay fever or other allergic reactions 

that are not contagious but might appear so, please let us know. In line with MSDE we mandate that 

all children be fever free for a full 24 hours before re-entering the school. For the safety and well-

being of all, a doctor’s note of approval to re-enter school is mandatory after a child has sufficiently 

recovered from a communicable disease.   

 

Common communicable diseases affecting this age-group may include (but are not limited to): 

 

• Conjunctivitis (“pink-eye”) 

• Strep throat 

• Influenza (“flu”) 

• Stomach viruses 

• Coxsackie virus (“hand-foot-and-mouth disease”) 

• Lice 

 

Consult your pediatrician if you are unsure about the communicability of your child’s illness. Here is a 

link to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s website with other helpful information: 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/DiseasesConditions/ 
 

Medications in School 

 

Medications (over the counter or prescription) can only be dispensed or kept at the school with a 

Medication Authorization Form completed and signed by a physician. If this authorization form is 

completed, please advise the main office. Medication must be received in the original container, labeled 

with the child’s name. Please do not place medication in a child’s lunchbox. Younger children may see 

medication and mistake it for something like candy. Please note that a non-medically certified person 

will be dispensing the medication. The first dose of the medication must be administered at home. 

 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/DiseasesConditions/


Illness during School 

 

If a child should become ill while at school, the parent will be notified, and the child must be picked up 

immediately. If a parent works a distance from the school, it is the parent’s responsibility to develop a 

plan to cover such emergencies, so that there is always someone who is authorized to pick up the child 

(i.e., his or her name is filled out on the child’s Emergency Form), who can arrive within 30 minutes of 

being called. Due to health regulations, the school cannot accept the responsibility for the care of a sick 

child. 

 

If a child is injured at school, the staff will attempt to contact the parents to notify them of the injury and 

to determine disposition. 

 

 

Accidents and Injuries 

 

The New Century School takes a proactive approach to help prevent and minimize accidents. Our staff 

is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and first aid. If an accident or injury occurs, the staff 

members will respond and activate appropriate first-aid or emergency procedures. Accidents or injury 

forms are completed after an injury occurs, and these are reviewed to determine if any corrective action 

is required. 

A copy of incident report will be sent home with your child. 

 

Emergency Situations 

 

The New Century School conducts fire drills monthly to familiarize the students with the evacuation 

procedure. Exit plans are posted in each classroom. 

 

 

 
  



 

TOILET TRAINING 
 

 

During this exciting time in your child’s life, please stay in communication with your child’s teacher 

about progress. Because there is no rush in this process, we only require that your child be toilet-trained 

and out of diapers to enter the Primary Program at The New Century School. 

 

Please make the staff aware of any toilet issues and provide pull-ups, training pants, etc., as appropriate. 

 

The initial step towards potty education is the child connecting his or her bodily sensations of 

elimination with the accepted place to execute those functions.  

 

The New Century School has child-accessible toilets in all pre-primary classrooms. For consistency and 

success for your child, we request that the home environment should have potty chairs or a step-stool 

and child seat. 

 

As your child shows interest and signs of transitioning into underwear, please include extra clothes for 

the classroom, should accidents occur throughout the busy day. 

 

 

 
  



 

PERSONAL BELONGINGS 
 

 

Please label all clothing, bedding, lunchboxes, shoes, socks and personal belongings. 

 

 

Clothing 

 

Children’s clothes should allow for freedom of movement. Children who are developing independence 

and toilet training should be dressed in clothing they can put on and take off easily. Allowing children to 

dress themselves, tie their shoes, and zip their jackets helps promote their independence and self-

confidence.  

 

Children should bring a complete change of clothing on the first day and replace as needed. Please 

include underpants and socks. Please label each article with the child’s name. Replace soiled clothing 

the next day if used and change outerwear and back-up supplies seasonally. 

 

Children wear slippers in the classroom; please provide slippers that are simple and noncommercial in 

design. 

 

Each day the children go outside and participate in other activities that have the potential to be messy. 

Clothing should, therefore, be weather appropriate and easily washable. Shoes suitable for climbing and 

running are recommended. Sandals, clogs, flip-flops, jellies, etc., are dangerous on the playground. 

 

In keeping with the Montessori philosophy of peace, we ask that children’s clothing, backpacks, and 

lunch boxes not depict superheroes or other aggressive characters. Such clothing can lead to excessively 

rough playground games, teasing, and exclusion of certain children from activities. 

 

 

Bedding 

 

In the pre-primary and primary classrooms, parents are asked to provide a crib sheet and a small blanket 

or a child-size sleeping bag as well as a special animal or doll to sleep with. These will be stored at the 

school during the week and sent home at the end of the week for laundering. Please label all items. 

 

Jewelry 

 

Children should not wear or bring jewelry to school because it is easily lost or broken and is potentially 

dangerous if it gets caught on classroom or outdoor equipment. We ask all parents to comply with this 

policy. 

 

 



 

Bringing Items to School 

 

It is best for children not to bring toys to schools. A toy from home can cause conflict or become lost or 

damaged. We provide a wide variety of activities and materials for children to engage with at school. 

 

Please do not attach hanging toys, key chains, etc., to backpacks. Because such items can be very 

disruptive, we request that they be left at home. 

 

If there is a particular item that your child would like to share with the class (i.e., “show and tell”), 

please consult with the teacher in advance. 

 

Montessori Materials 

 

Please check your child’s pockets for any unfamiliar items. These may be part of the Montessori 

material and need to be returned to school. 

 
  



 

CELEBRATIONS 
 

 

A variety of celebrations are recognized in the Montessori classroom. One of the ways that families can 

culturally and historically enrich the children is by sharing their own heritage and customs with the 

class. 

 

 

Holidays 

 

If your family would like to share a particular holiday with the class, please contact the Head of School 

and teacher(s) to make plans. Some of these holidays might include Passover, Easter, Rosh Hashanah, 

Yom Kippur, Chinese Lunar New Year, Christmas in other lands, St. Lucia’s day, and Mardi Gras. In a 

Montessori classroom, acknowledgment of a holiday is limited to a single day on or near the holiday. 

 

Birthdays 

We encourage celebrating this exciting time in your child’s life with the rest of his or her class.  

 

Pre-Primary  
Pre-primary teachers request that a small, healthy treat be sent in to share with the class.   

 

Primary  
A child’s birthday is an important event in his or her life. Because this event is unique to each 

individual, we feel that he or she should make some presentation of that uniqueness. We suggest that 

each parent send in a few labeled pictures of the child at various ages since birth to present day. In 

addition, parents may choose to include a short, written biography or provide captions for each picture. 

 

Lower/Upper Elementary  
The celebration of children’s birthdays in the lower elementary is similar to that of the primary classes. 

We ask that each parent bring in a few pictures of the child at different ages or showing the child with 

family, friends, a favorite pet, or doing something he or she particularly enjoys. These pictures may be 

brought in an envelope or mounted on a piece(s) of paper. In addition to the pictures, please write 1–2 

paragraphs about your child. We will read the paragraphs in class and post the pictures on the classroom 

wall for everyone to see. 

 

Birthday Treats in Class 
Many times on birthdays, the child enjoys sharing special treats with the class. In accordance with the 

school’s commitment to low-sugar snacks, we suggest fruit, banana bread, or low-sugar cookies. Please 

provide identical servings for each child. Special napkins and cups are a festive addition. 


